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Dear Friends,

2022 has truly flown by! It’s been a year of small moments 
creating big memories! We learned that even simple things can 
go viral, like kids singing about corn! While life has seemingly 
resumed as normal, the Nebraska Farm Bureau Foundation 
efforts have been expanding, impacting numerous lives across 
Nebraska.

As our global population continues to grow, the agri-food value 
chain needs to produce more food with fewer resources. While 
the agriculture community begins to age, it is our job to equip 
the best and brightest young minds with foundational agricultural 
knowledge to make the impossible become reality. Our team 
strives to give that opportunity to every kid in Nebraska.

With the expansion of our team in 2022, we were able to stretch 
our reach to every corner of Nebraska. Our volunteers continue 
to make personal connections with kids in classrooms as they tell 
the stories of their operations. Our goal has been and continues 
to be making agriculture within an arm’s reach for all.

While the Foundation hasn’t been the star of a viral online video 
yet, with your generosity, we have exponentially increased the 
number of lives we have been able to touch. I am excited to 
watch the next generation of agriculturalists’ excitement and 
passion blossom into innovation and prosperity.

With many thanks,

Megahn Schafer 
Excutive Director
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The Nebraska Farm Bureau Foundation supports those that grow our food by engaging students, 
teachers, and consumers across Nebraska about how their resources are produced and where it is 
grown. When consumers understand how their food, fiber, and energy are produced, they can make 
more educated decisions when making purchases and, ultimately, feel more confident in the products 
they use each day. 

Exposing youth to the wonders of food production at an early age encourages them to ask questions 
and seek understanding about the foods they eat.

CAFETERIA CHRONICLES

This year, we were excited 
to send a new second grade 
reader to all schools called 
Cafeteria Chronicles. From 
farm to pizza, kids learn 
where their pizza toppings 
come from. In addition to 
showcasing Nebraska farmers 
and ranchers who might help 
grow their pizza toppings, the 
interactive packet is filled with 
standard-aligned activities 
to engage students in core 
subject areas.

Growing Food 

MAPPING OUR FOOD

Mapping Our Food provides 
educators with resources 
about 10 commodities grown 
in Nebraska. From popcorn 
and honey to hamburgers 
and bacon, these resources 
encourage first grade teachers 
to incorporate agriculture into 
key learning concepts in their 
classrooms from real farmers!

TASTE AND TEACH GRANT

In conjunction with Mapping Our Food, winning teachers received a Taste and Teach Grant so 
students could taste the foods they learned about. This grant allowed students to learn with multiple 
senses and explore the world of agriculture through another lens.

We had fun talking about 
where food comes from 
[and talking about] how 

they can promote to 
their families that farmers 

and ranchers help get 
food to their table.

First grade teacher
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TEACHER ENGAGEMENT WORKSHOP

Growing Minds 

CLASSROOM TEACHING

I did not realize it 
was so simple to 
include everyday 

agriculture 
activities into other 

topic areas.

Elementary Teacher Amazing resources 
that are easy to 
follow and very 

beneficial for both 
students and 

teachers.

Elementary Teacher

AG PEN PAL

Utilizing the 
Interactive Map has 

been effective in 
helping students 

understand Nebraska’s 
role in national and 

global ag production.

Urban Fifth Grade 
Teacher

I choose to participate in the Ag Pen Pal 
program because I feel that a personal 
connection to a farm or ranch will have 

more impact than any video or textbook. 
My pen pals are let into our lives....the joys 
and challenges...we care about their well-

being, and I think they care about ours. The 
teachers that I have written to for many 

years have watched my family grow up! We 
are real people...working to feed the world!

Ag Pen Pal

FFA Chapters participated in 
Connecting Chapters program

Teachers at 13 Colleges, 
Universities, and ESUs

Classroom Lessons

Classroom matched 
with an Ag Pen Pal

73

284

487

207
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The Nebraska Farm Bureau Foundation is committed to supporting agriculture literacy for all 
Nebraskans. When consumers are welcomed into the conversation about food and farming, they 
are equipped to make the best choices for themselves and their families. With your support, we can 
connect Nebraska with its agrarian roots. 

PROMOTION AND EDUCATION COMMITTEE

Nebraska Farm Bureau Promotion and Education Committee (NEFB P&E) has been the boots on 
the ground supporting the mission and work of the Foundation. Through events like Free Family 
Fun Nights across the state and scavenger hunts at the Nebraska State Fair, NEFB P&E members are 
educated and advocating on behalf of Nebraska’s leading industry.

Promotion and Education Committee Members:

Paula Peterson, Lancaster County Farm Bureau, Chair

Hilary Maricle, Boone County Farm Bureau, NEFB Board of  
Directors Representative

Natasha Schumacher, Box Butte County Farm Bureau

Andra Smith, Blaine County Farm Bureau

Dawn Kucera, Madison County Farm Bureau

Becky Schwarz, Phelps/Gosper County Farm Bureau

Julie Wilke, Platte County Farm Bureau

Joy Lauritsen, Washington County Farm Bureau

Brooke Engelman, Jefferson County Farm Bureau

ROSEN FAMILY  
FOUNDATION

We are excited to announce 
the expansion of our education 
specialist team! A new 
Education Specialist based 
out of North Platte will be 
added. Like the other education 
specialists, this individual 
will facilitate classroom visits 
and other Agriculture in the 
Classroom programming in 
Western Nebraska. Thank you 
to the Rosen Family Foundation 
for supporting this expansion 
and giving a five-year 
commitment to the position. 

Growing Nebraska 

NATIONAL 
AGRICULTURE IN 
THE CLASSROOM 
CONFERENCE

Each year, the Foundation 
sponsors selected teachers 
to attend the National 
Agriculture in the Classroom 
Conference. This year, three 
teachers and Foundation 
staff journeyed to Saratoga 
Springs, New York to gain 
first-hand experience about 
implementing agriculture into 
their curriculum. Teachers say 
that professional development 
like this leaves them excited to 
try new agriculture lessons in 
their classrooms and to share 
this information with others.

BLEZEK LEGACY 
SOCIETY

The late Dr. Allen Blezek 
made a planned gift from 
his estate to the Nebraska 
Farm Bureau Foundation. 
Dr. Blezek was a 
champion for agriculture 
education and ensuring 
agricultural educators had 
access to the resources 
they needed to make a 
difference in the lives of 
their students. This gift 
aimed to combat the 
agriculture education 
teacher shortage. Now 
the Blezek Legacy Society 
has been established to 
recognize donors for their 
planned gifts. If you are 
thinking about making a 
planned gift, please direct 
any questions to Lona 
Thompson at  
lonat@nefb.org.
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NEBRASKA AGRICULTURE IN THE 
CLASSROOM TEACHER OF THE YEAR

Diane Starns, Saunders County

NATIONAL AITC CONFERENCE 
SCHOLARSHIP

Christine Carrol, Lancaster County

Rebecca Streff, Dodge County

RON HANSON COLLEGIATE LEADER 
SCHOLARSHIP

Tatum Brunkow, Lancaster County

Weston Svoboda, Lancaster County

FFA ADVISOR OF THE YEAR

Lisa Kemp, Wallace Public School, Lincoln 
County

Justin Rafferty, Bayard Public School, Morrill 
County

COLLEGIATE FARM BUREAU 
SCHOLARSHIP

Kelcie Hall, Madison County

Tucker Hodsden, Lancaster County

2022 Awards 
AGRICULTURE EDUCATION STUDENT 
TEACHING SCHOLARSHIP

Regan Alfs, Lancaster County

Nickolas Birdsley, Lancaster County

Danie Brandl, Lancaster County

Kari Carr, Lancaster County

Kealey Franzen, Lancaster County

Toriann Likens, Lancaster County

Trent Marshall, Lancaster County

Olivia Merza, Lancaster County

Jocelyn Pohl, Lancaster County

Clayton Thomas, Lancaster County

STUDENT PROJECT GRANTS

Morgan Bonifas, Hamilton County

Kallie Eisenzimmer, Deuel County

Brekyn Papineau, Hamilton County

Noah Stocker, Hall County

HALL COUNTY FARM BUREAU 

Nathaniel Jones, Dawes County

NEBRASKA FARM BUREAU 
FOUNDATION FIELD TRIP GRANTS

Presott Elementary, Lancaster County

Aspen Creek Elementary, Sarpy County

St. Peter’s Catholic Elementary, Lancaster 
County

Montclair Elementary, Douglas County

Crestridge Elementary, Douglas County

Stanton Community School, Stanton County

DR. ALLEN G. AND KAY L. BLEZEK 
TEACHER RETENTION AWARD

Kaydie Brandl, Platte County

Kensie Burnside, Antelope County

Jessy Eggerline, Seward County

Jacob Goldfuss, Antelope County

Kate Grimes, Kearney County

Amanda Hafer, Madison County

Savannah Hauxwell, Red Willow County

Carrie Johns, Scotts Bluff County

Karlee Johnson, Wayne County

Alex Meyer, Boone County

Hallett Moomey, Colfax County

Spencer Noble, Buffalo County

Katie Nolles, Holt County

Donovan Phoenix, Lincoln County

Kris Rut, Arthur County

Rachelle Staehr, York County

Alex Stocker, Merrick County

Caleb tenBensel, Custer County

Brooke Wehrbein, Nemaha County

Emily Whipple, Brown County

Kara Wondercheck, Madison County

Payden Woodruff, Merrick County

NEBRASKA RURAL RADIO 
FOUNDATION SCHOLARSHIP IN 
HONOR OF MAX AND ERIC BROW

Kelli Bannenbring, Madison County

LEAD SCHOLARSHIP

Kari Christensen, Arthur County

Dylann Haas, Boone County

Jonathan Lechtenberg, Chase County

STEVE NELSON YEUTTER INSTITUTE 
INTERNATIONAL TRADE AWARD

Jason Dirks, Lancaster County

2022 YF&R DISCUSSION MEET 
FINALIST AWARD

Joe Melnick, Adams County

Amy Musgrave, Clay County

Clay Patton, Dawson County

Lydia Vinton, Arthur County
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

President 
Mark McHargue

Vice President 
Matt Gunderson

Secretary/Treasurer 
Rob Robertson

Federation Board Representative 
Hilary Maricle

Promotion and Education 
Committee Chair 
Paula Peterson

David Briggs

Bob Campbell

Teresa Ibach

Stan Garbacz

Nebraska Farm Bureau Foundation is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization with a mission 
to engage youth, educators, and the general public to promote an understanding of 

the vital importance of agriculture in the lives of all Nebraskans.

5225 South 16th Street, Lincoln, NE 68512  |  (402) 421-4747

www.nefbfoundation.org  |  foundationforag@nefb.org

Finances October 1, 2021 – September 30, 2022

NET ASSETS

End of Year

$2,593,443

 38%

 14%

 13%

 22%

 13%

$2,839,875

EXPENSES

Agriculture in the Classroom - $358,673

Ag Promotion & Education - $127,855

Scholarships - $126,047

Fundraising - $205,864

Administrative - $121,726

Total - $940,165 

Beginning of Year


