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The mission of the Nebraska Farm Bureau Foundation is to engage 
youth, educators, and the general public to promote an understanding 

of the vital importance of agriculture in the lives of all Nebraskans. 

www.nefbfoundation.org | (402) 421-4747 | foundationforag@nefb.org
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Blezek Planned Gift 
Combats Teacher Shortage

Monday, June 5 – 9:00 AM - 3:30 PM
Younes Conference Center North

707 Talmadge St., Kearney, NE

Giving YOU the tools and knowledge to make a positive impact in your community. 

SAVE THE DATE

Dr. Mouser  models innovative leadership with a focus on 
improving teaching and learning. He provides perspective 
on the lasting IMPACT that we all can make on students and 
each other. His message incorporates personal experience, 
good and bad, to encourage others to grow. David’s message 
will focus on leadership, motivation, and the importance of 
finding purpose through impacting others in a positive way.

Keynote Speaker 
Dr. David Mouser

Breakout Workshops

Giveaways
NO 

COST

Dr. Allen G. Blezek

Love of Agriculture & 
Education
This year, the Nebraska Farm 
Bureau Foundation received 
its first realized planned gift 
from the estate of Dr. Allen G. 
Blezek. Allen was a mainstay 
in Nebraska agriculture 
for decades, and through 
his generous planned gift, 
his legacy of service to 
agriculture and education 
will continue.

Many know Dr. Blezek as 
the founding director of the 
Nebraska LEAD program, 
which he served for 24 years 
before his retirement. Allen 



Auction Winners Treated to Fun Experience

First Agriculture in the 
Classroom Summer 
Intern A Success
Due to a spike in demand for summer 
programming, the Foundation 
welcomed its very first Agriculture 
in the Classroom summer intern. 
Courtney Shreve, director of outreach 
education, developed a 12-week 
internship for work with summer 
camps and clubs in Lincoln. Full-time 
education specialists Brooke Tempel 
and Emily Kammerer covered requests 
from the rest of Nebraska. 

For the internship, Shreve created a 
role in which a college student could 
contribute to the Foundation’s mission 
and gain valuable work experience. 

Nebraska art was on display. Wine 
and snacks were set. Mac’s Creek 
Winery was the venue. Grower’s 
Gala live auction winners Greg 
and Teresa Ibach invited friends 
to enjoy an evening with artist 
Todd Williams. Nebraska-born 
Williams was commissioned 
to create paintings that depict 
historic, geographic, and figurative 
elements from each of the state’s 
93 counties in recognition of 
Nebraska’s 150th celebration in 
2017. The 5-year project culminated 
in 124 paintings and the book, “The 
Legacy of Nebraska: Paintings by 
Todd A. Williams,” which the Ibachs 

“Nebraska has experienced a 
record-shattering amount of 

agricultural education teacher 
openings in 2022.  With over 73 

schools advertising for a teacher 
(20 more than the previous 

record), schools have struggled 
to find fully certified candidates.  
While the supply from UNL has 

been close to demand in the 
past, our student teacher pool 
was quickly hired this spring.”

Matt Kriefels

got his start on the family farm 
near Randolph, Iowa. He had a 
lifelong love of agriculture and 
education and built a career around 
service to both. Allen was also a 
founding board member of the 
Nebraska Farm Bureau Foundation.

The Nebraska Farm Bureau 
Foundation created the 
Agricultural Education Teacher 
Retention Award in 2014. At that 
time, Nebraska schools were 
facing a shortage of Agricultural 
Education teachers. Fast forward 
to 2022, Matt Kriefels manages 
the Nebraska Beginning Teacher 
program for aspiring Agricultural 
Education Teachers attending 
the University of Nebraska – 
Lincoln (UNL). Kriefels anticipates 
Nebraska will see its largest gap 
in teacher supply in 20-plus years 
during the 2022-2023 school year. 

Continuing a Legacy
The newly renamed Dr. Allen 
G. and Kay L. Blezek Teacher 
Retention Award was the 
beneficiary of a generous bequest 
from Dr. Blezek. The gift made 
it possible for the award to be 
opened to students who are 
pursuing further education in 
addition to those with student 
loan debt. Blezek’s generosity 
also enabled larger annual 
awards for teachers. 

Kriefels stressed the importance 
of support for education. “We 
have been working with school 
administrators and potential 
candidates to seek alternative 
certification pathways to the 
classroom.  Essentially, we 
need more students to consider 
entering the agriculture teaching 
profession—whether they attend 
UNL as a four-year student, or 
through one of the many transfer 
programs we have through NCTA, 

The selected applicant was Emmalee 
Harder, an elementary and special 
education major studying at the 
University of Nebraska – Lincoln. 
Harder grew up on her family’s farm 
near Belden, Neb. and joined the 
Foundation with rich experience in 
row crops and livestock.

Harder hit the ground running. 
“Thanks to her experience 
with agriculture and a year 
in the College of Education, 
Emmalee picked up our 
lessons quickly. She led 
lessons on by-products, 
cover crops, pollination, 
and more. It was fun to 
see her confidence grow 
through the summer as she 
interacted with the kids 
and really made the lessons 

received as part of the fundraising 
auction package. 
Foundation President, Mark 
McHargue, and Director of 
Development, Lona Thompson, 
served as hosts for the evening 
and shared with guests how the 
Grower’s Gala supports agricultural 
literacy efforts across Nebraska. 
“The Foundation created a lovely 
evening for us. It was such a 
fun way to support Nebraska 
Agriculture in the Classroom and 
introduce some of our friends 
to the work of the Foundation. I 
encourage others to check out the 

Grower’s Gala and the interesting 
auction packages that support a great 
cause,” said Teresa Ibach. 
The Grower’s Gala will be held at the 
Younes Center in Kearney the evening 
of Monday, December 5. Learn more 
and reserve your seat at: 
www.nefbfoundation.org/growersgala.

Continued from front page
2022 Blezek Award Winners

the community colleges, or 
Chadron State College.”

In September, 23 teachers 
received a total of $25,500 from 
the Blezek award fund. Nebraska 
agricultural education teachers 
are eligible for awards of $1,000 
to $1,500 each year for their 
first five years of teaching. When 
the Blezek award is combined 
with the Nebraska Farm Bureau 
Foundation Agricultural 
Education Student Teaching 
Scholarship, up to $7,250 of 
support is available for new and 
aspiring agriculture teachers. 

According to Central City teacher 
and FFA advisor Alex Stocker, the 
award means a lot. Mr. Stocker will 
use the award money to continue 
pursuing a welding associates 
degree to better prepare his 
students for careers in welding. 
“Thank you for supporting young 
Nebraska agriculture teachers like 
me!” said Stocker. 

her own. We couldn’t have reached 
3,922 youth interactions this summer 
without Emmalee’s help,” said Shreve.

Harder counted the summer a success, 
as well. She said, “Being able to combine 
my love of agriculture and passion for 
teaching was incredible, and I look 
forward to joining the Foundation team 
again next summer.”


