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Welcome

Thank you for committing to a year in the Ag Pen 
Pal Program. On behalf of the Nebraska Farm 
Bureau Foundation, thank you for welcoming an 
Ag Pen Pal to your classroom! 

The Ag Pen Pal Program began in the 1990-
1991 school year with a goal of connecting 
20 classrooms to 20 farmers and ranchers to 
exchange three letters throughout the school 
year to introduce urban students to where their 
food comes from. 

Today, the Ag Pen Pal Program provides a real-
life connection to the agriculture community 
so students can see the daily life of a farmer 
or rancher. Every year this program matches 
volunteers to help classrooms understand and 
appreciate the agriculture around them.

This guide contains ideas to get started and resources available to you. You can access the guide online at 
www.nefbfoundation.org/agpenpal. 

In addition to this guide, you will receive monthly e-newsletters (Between the Rows) with tips for 
each letter, a highlight of a current Ag Pen Pal, and ways to bring agriculture to the classroom. These 
newsletters will also serve as a reminder to write your letters. 

Thank you for participating in the Ag Pen Pal Program. We are looking forward to a great year connecting 
farmers and ranchers to classrooms across the state. This program would not be a success without you! 
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Nebraska Agriculture in the Classroom

Agriculture in the Classroom® is a program coordinated by the National Agriculture in the Classroom 
Organization and supported by the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA). Its goal is to help 
students gain a greater awareness of the role of agriculture in the economy and society, so that they 
may become citizens who support wise agricultural policies. The program is carried out in each state, 
according to state needs and interests, by individuals representing farm organizations, agribusiness, 
education, and government. 

The USDA established Agriculture in the Classroom in 1981. It has the endorsement of all living former 
Secretaries of Agriculture, the National Association of State Departments of Agriculture, the National 
Conference of State Legislatures, most of the Governors of the States, and the major agricultural 
organizations and commodity groups. Significant progress has been made through these partnerships of 
agriculture, business, education, government, and dedicated volunteers. 

Nebraska Agriculture in the Classroom (AITC) is a statewide program that helps PreK-12 grade students 
and teachers develop an awareness and understanding that agriculture is their source of life’s necessities. 
AITC has a long history of creating resources tied to state education content standards to assist teachers 
and volunteers in connecting students to their source of food, fiber, and fuel – agriculture!

In Nebraska, Nebraska Farm Bureau Foundation leads the Agriculture in the Classroom program. 

The mission of the Nebraska Farm Bureau Foundation is to engage youth, educators, and the general 
public to promote an understanding of the vital importance of agriculture to all Nebraskans. Learn more at 
www.nefbfoundation.org. 

The Nebraska Farm Bureau Foundation is a non-profit charitable organization and has been determined as 
exempt from Federal Income Tax under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. Contributions or 
donations may be tax deductible.
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Getting Started as an Ag Pen Pal

Program Guidelines
The Ag Pen Pal Program connects a farmer or 
rancher with a classroom during the school year. 
The goal is for the pair to exchange letters three 
times during the school year. Letters can be in the 
form of mailed letters or e-mail. Please discuss 
the schedule and how you will communicate with 
your Ag Pen Pal farm/ranch when you send the 
first letter. Although only three letters are required, 
additional touchpoints are welcome. 

As a Classroom Ag Pen Pal, please send your letters 
to the farmer/rancher by the following dates :
• October 31 
• February 28
• April 30

If for some reason your letter will be late, please contact your farm/ranch and let them know when they 
can expect your letter and if it will be coming in the mail or email. If you have questions or cannot get 
in touch with your pen pal, please contact the Nebraska Farm Bureau Foundation at (402) 421-4747 or 
agpenpal@nefb.org right away. Please do not wait until the end of the school year to report a lack of 
connection. We can help you get in touch or match you with a new farm/ranch pen pal. 

One of the keys to success in the program is keeping in touch. Send your pen pal a note when you receive 
their letter. You can also determine ahead of time if you will have each student send a letter or if you 
will send a class letter. Please know that most pen pals will send you one letter in return and will answer 
questions rather than write each student back.
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Letter Ideas

Meet Me Questionnaire
My name is:

My favorite color is:

My favorite food is:

My favorite animal is:

My favorite thing about school is:

Something I would like you to know about me:

My favorite farm animal is:

My favorite subject in school is  because...

When I hang out with my friends, I really love to…

If I could go any place in the world, I would go to…

Attach a picture of the student if possible

Let Me Show You
Give the writing prompt “I wanted to write and tell you all about something that I have been 
working on in class!” Try to include photos of their projects when sending this letter.

Share What You’ve Been Doing
Not sure where to begin? Encourage your student to start small. Begin writing about a pet, what 
they did that week, or what they love to eat.
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Letter Ideas

Ask Questions
Pen Pal writing is a conversation on paper. Make sure your students include a few questions 
to keep the conversation going. It also shows your farmer or rancher that your students are 
interested in what they do, too.

Personalize It
Get creative! Allow students to include drawings, stickers, or little things that show their 
personality. It doesn’t have to be big or grand. Write on colored paper or allow the student to sign 
their name in a special way.

Play Stenographer
As the teacher, play stenographer and write a sentence as the student says it.

Collage It
Create a collage of pictures (cut out from a magazine) of things that represent each student and 
have the students write a sentence about their collage.
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Bring Agriculture into Your Classroom!

Nebraska AITC has a long history of creating resources tied to state education standards to assist 
teachers in connecting their students to their source of food, fiber, and fuel – agriculture! 

Nebraska Agriculture in the Classroom 
• Offers materials to encourage active learning with hands-on activities for youth.
• Creates instructional materials aligned to Nebraska State Standards. 
• Equips teachers with free programs and resources to bring agriculture alive in the classroom. 

Learn More
Visit www.nefbfoundation.org to view all programs and resources!

Get Involved!

Classroom Visits. AITC staff leads grade-specific, 
hands-on, in-person or virtual lessons aligned to 
state standards for grades K-5 in schools across 
Nebraska. 

Virtual Field Trips. Connect with a farmer via a live, 
video-chat to see inside the barn doors of a real 
Nebraska farm. Events are scheduled throughout 
the school year and sign-up information can be 
found online and in the newsletter. 

Grants & Awards

Field Trip Grants. PreK- 8th grade teachers can 
apply to receive up to $700 in transportation 
funding to travel to a working farm or ranch. 

Teacher of the Year.  K-8 grade teachers can apply 
in October to be recognized for their innovative 
methods to incorporate agriculture into their 
classroom. Winners receive an all-expense paid 
trip to the National Agriculture in the Classroom 
conference, a book bundle, and a $250 cash prize. 
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Bring Agriculture into Your Classroom!

Teacher Resources

AgMag. This online learning tool introduces new, 
non-fiction text in a weekly reader style magazine 
to support Nebraska fourth grade standards. The 
accompanying teacher’s guide provides ideas for 
use in the classroom and standard connections. 

Curriculum Matrix. Search this free, online, 
standards-based curriculum map for K-12 grade 
teachers. Instructional, classroom-ready resources 
and lessons are included in this matrix. 

Lesson Plan Activities. Find the perfect activity to 
enhance your lesson with these hands-on activities. 
These grade-specific, standard-aligned activities allow 
K-12 grade students to learn through their senses. 

Literature Guides. Each guide introduces a 
beautiful, imaginative, lively text or picture book 
and is accompanied by a lesson plan. 

Mapping Our Food. A free resource for first grade 
classrooms, this kit is full of lesson plans, letters 
from youth farmers, posters, and a map with 
stickers for lessons aligned to social studies and 
language arts standards. 

Nebraska Interactive Map. This online resource 
gives students an interactive and useful way to 
understand facts, events, and places that impact 
our daily lives as they relate to agriculture. Lessons 
aligned to The Nebraska Adventure and fourth 
grade social studies standards are available on the 
website. www.nefbmap.org.

Supplemental Materials. Explore these informative 
cards, posters, coloring pages, and games that 
are informative across all ages in all educational 
settings. Request a hard copy or view online!

Virtual and At-Home Learning. Reimagined 
resources promote socially distanced activities 
suitable for the classroom or at-home. Experience 
learning through Live Experiences, Self-Guided 
Opportunities, Activity Guides, and Just for Fun 
Resources. 

Did you know that the population is estimated to grow to 

more than 9 billion people by the year 2050?

Farmers will need to grow 60% MORE food than we do today to feed the 

growing world population. They will even have to do it on a less amount of land.

How will we work together to preserve the earth?

It starts with Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math and how we 

apply these in agriculture. New developments in science help farmers grow 

more food on less land. Technology allows farmers to be more efficient. They 

use GPS to apply fertilizers and nutrients on specific areas of a field. Engineering systems help us find new ways 

to use things. Farmers can use math to figure out how much food each animal needs. 

Farmers and ranchers are continually looking for ways to make agriculture better, but they can’t do it alone. 

Agriculture has a variety of jobs to choose from that need new and talented employees to be ready to fill positions 

and be the next generation of agriculture.

SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, 
ENGINEERING, & MATH  

IN AGRICULTURE

Issue 3

THINK & DISCUSS
What other ways do you 

think Science, Technology, 

Engineering, and Math 

are applied & used in 

agriculture?

How can you be involved in 

an agricultural career?

Think about the people in the 

world. How many people live 

on Earth today? Put a check 

mark next to your answer:

 1 BILLION

 7.4 BILLION

 9 BILLION
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Literature Guide: A Leaf Can Be… Page | 1

A Leaf Can Be…
By: Laura Purdie Salas

Activity Level: Basic

PURPOSE
Students will write a personified poem about a leaf to grasp a sense of the 
complexity of the natural world and the way animals, plants, sun, soil, and 
water depend on each other.

NEBRASKA STATE EDUCATION CONTENT STANDARDS 
CONNECTION
LA 0.1.6.C | LA 1.1.6.C | LA 2.1.6.C
Identify and explain why authors use literary devices (e.g., simile, 
alliteration, onomatopoeia, imagery, rhythm, personification).

LA 0.2.1.g | LA 1.2.1.g | LA 2.2.1.g
Persevere in writing tasks of various lengths and complexity.

LA 0.2.2.e | LA 1.2.2.e | LA 2.2.2.e
Compare various mentor texts and/or exemplars to create a similar piece.

LA 0.3.3.d | LA 1.3.3.d | LA 2.3.3.d
Listen, ask clarifying questions, and respond to information being communicated about a topic, text, or issue 
under study.

WHAT’S THE CONNECTION TO AGRICULTURE? 
This book shows leaves in different seasons. A seasonal climate is an important factor in the life of farmers, 
people who are growing plants to be used for food, fiber, and fuel. It is important to be able to plant the seeds 
with enough time for them to sprout, grow, produce seeds (some of them), mature, and be harvested before 
snowy weather sets in.

MATERIALS
• Book, A Leaf Can Be... by Laura Purdie Salas
• Pencil
• Printer paper
• Crayons
• Leaves – green (not dry) leaves for rubbings

Literature Guide: Auntie Yang’s Great Soybean Picnic

Page | 1

Auntie Yang’s Great Soybean PicnicBy: Ginnie Lo
Activity Level: IntermediatePURPOSE

Students will interact with the story through discussion questions and 
writing activities such as writing a thank you letter from Auntie Yang to 
the farmer, writing a food review of boiled soybeans, and writing interview 
questions for the author and illustrator.
NEBRASKA STATE EDUCATION CONTENT STANDARDS CONNECTION
LA 3.1.6.a | LA 4.1.6.aIdentify author’s purpose(s) (e.g., explain, entertain, inform, persuade) to 
support text comprehension and describe how author’s perspective (e.g., 
beliefs, assumptions, biases) influences text.LA 3.1.6.b | LA 4.1.6.bIdentify and describe elements of literary text (e.g., characters, setting, plot, point of view).

LA 3.1.6.h | LA 4.1.6.hCompare and contrast similar themes, topics, and/or patterns of events in literary and informational texts to 

develop a multicultural perspective.
LA 3.2.2.d, LA 4.2.2.dUse precise word choice and domain-specific vocabulary to write in a variety of modes. WHAT’S THE CONNECTION TO AGRICULTURE? Soybeans were originally cultivated in northeastern China 5,000 years ago and are a staple ingredient in 

many Asian cuisines. In the United States, major uses of soybeans include animal feed, soybean oil food 

products, bio-fuel, and an alternative to petroleum oil in the manufacture of plastics, crayons, ink, car foam 

insides, and more. The Great Soybean Picnic features edamame, the immature soybean, where the pods are 

boiled or steamed and served with salt. The book focuses on cultural connections while highlighting family 

traditions and community, which are built around the food we eat, provided by those involved in agricultural 

production around us. 

MATERIALS
• A copy of the book Auntie Yang’s Great Soybean Picnic by Ginnie Lo• Anchor chart – descriptive writing

Literature Guide: Farmer George Plants A Nation
Page | 1

Farmer George Plants A Nation
By: Peggy Thomas

Activity Level: Advanced

PURPOSE
Students will use cause and effect cards to describe the relationships 

between events and ideas in historical informational texts and explain 

how the author uses evidence to support information in non-fiction text.

NEBRASKA STATE EDUCATION CONTENT STANDARDS 

CONNECTION
LA 5.1.6 Comprehension 
Students will construct meaning by applying prior knowledge, using text 

information and monitoring comprehension while reading increasingly 

complex grade-level literary and informational text.

LA 5.1.6.e 
Summarize and analyze an informational text, using supporting details to explain the main idea.

SC 5.3.3.b
Identify the role of producers, consumers, and decomposers in an ecosystem.

WHAT’S THE CONNECTION TO AGRICULTURE? 

George Washington was a farmer, inventor, and scientist. He sought to improve farming methods and share his 

knowledge with other farmers. The book explores how George Washington was passionate about agriculture 

and how he grew agriculture in America.

MATERIALS
• Several copies of Farmer George Plants a Nation by Peggy Thomas

• Red and green cause/effect and problem/solution cards

• Chart paper

• Markers

• Pens 

• Paper

• 16 oz. plastic cups, 1 per student

• Organic items such as grass clippings, kitchen scraps (no meat or dairy), leaves, coffee grounds, bark, etc., 

plastic wrap, dirt, rubber bands or tape, water
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Media & Promotion Resources

Your local paper may enjoy the opportunity to report on your participation in the Ag Pen Pal program. 
Please feel free to share the good news! 

Some of the subjects you could share with media are:
• Writing the letters to the pen pal
• Taking a trip to your pen pals farm or ranch
• The impact the Ag Pen Pal program has had on the students
• The importance of teaching children about agriculture

If you would like help in creating a news article or help with contacting your local media, please contact 
the Foundation at (402) 421-4747 or at agpenpal@nefb.org.

Stories are an important tool for education and fundraising efforts. Stories help us reflect on our work, 
demonstrate the difference made in people’s lives, generate support, and build a greater understanding of 
our programs to the public. If you have stories and/or pictures that you would like to share, please email 
them to agpenpal@nefb.org.
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Connect With Us!

Mailing Address
P.O. Box 80299 
Lincoln, NE 68501

Physical Address
5225 S. 16th Street 
Lincoln, NE 68512

Ag Pen Pal Contact
Ashley McClinton 
Administrative Coordinator 
(402) 421-4747 
agpenpal@nefb.org

Website
www.nefbfoundation.org 

Email
foundationforag@nefb.org

Facebook
Like our page! - www.facebook.com/neagfoundation 

Twitter
Follow us! - twitter.com/neagfoundation

The Ag Pen Pal Program is supported by:

Courtney Shreve 
Director of Outreach Education 
(402) 421-4461 
courtneys@nefb.org 

Printing and postage provided by the Nebraska Soybean Board and their checkoff. 



Your Match For The 2021-2022  
School Year
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