
My Farm WebACTIVITY SNAPSHOT

SUPPORTING AREAS
Human environment 
interactions

PURPOSE
Students understand how most 
of the necessitites of life can be 
traced back to the farm.     

STATE STANDARDS IT SUPPORTS
SS 2.3.3.c Match resources to 
their sources. For example: food 
from farms, wood from trees, 
minerals from the ground, fish 
from bodies of water.   

MATERIALS 
•	 30 My Farm Web Shapes

•	 String or yarn to link the 
circles, 30 per student

Adapted from Utah Agriculture in the Classroom
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Activity Summary
This activity provides an excellent representation of 
a web to explore the role of agriculture in their daily 
lives using a graphic organizer as a teaching strategy to 
explore the definition of agriculture. 

One type of graphic organizer used is the concept map. 
A concept map is a diagram showing the relationships 
between concepts, which are represented by words 
or pictures and connected with labeled arrows. The 
relationship between concepts is articulated in linking 
phrases (e.g. gives rise to, results in, is required by, or 
contributes to) written on the lines. After the initial map is 
drawn, concepts should be cross-linked to other relevant 
relationships.

Vocabulary Words
agriculture: the science, art, or practice of cultivating the 
soil, producing crops, and raising livestock.

fabric: cloth or other material produced by weaving or 
knitting fibers. 

farming: the activity or business of growing crops and 
raising livestock. 

flower: the part of a plant that contains reproductive 
parts and attracts pollinators. 

forestry: the science of caring for or cultivating forests, 
and the management of growing timber. 



Background Information
How do you define the word agriculture? The Merriam-Webster Dictionary states that it is the “science, 
art, or practice of cultivating the soil, producing crops, and raising livestock, and in varying degrees, 
the preparation and marketing of the resulting products.” An accurate definition, but this definition 
doesn’t impart the integral nature or importance of agricultural products—food, clothing, and 
shelter—in our daily lives. Surely there is a better way to define agriculture!

Agriculture is a big umbrella term that includes many concepts, ranging from farm to fork and 
from field to fabric. In addition to food and fiber, agriculture also provides numerous products for 
industrial use such as linseed oil for paint and corn for fuel. This lesson plan has been designed for 
young learners who will focus on one aspect of agriculture—farming. Instead of words, learners will 
use pictures and yarn to create a simple concept web and the relationships, or linking phrases, will 
be discussed as a class while the concept web is completed.

What’s the Connection to Agriculture?
Agriculture begins on a farm, and there are all kinds of farms. Cattle ranches for beef and leather; dairy 
farms for milk and all the products made from milk; orchards grow apples to make juice and apple pies; 
pig farms for pepperoni, bacon, and ham; grain farms that grow corn for fuel or corn syrup for soda and 
wheat for bread. Farms specialize in what they grow based on their location (climate and soil), and farmers 
choose only a few crops because of the equipment used to plant and harvest each crop is very specific 
and expensive. 

Interest Approach
1.	 	Ask the students, “what kinds of things do you use every day?” (You should get answers like food, 

clothes, books, paper, computers, balls, water, TV, etc.)

2.	 Discuss with the students that the items we use every day are either grown or mined (with a few 
exceptions, like the sun!). If the item is grown specifically for people, it is a product of agriculture.

3.	 	Ask the students “where do we get the things we use every day?” Most students will say, “at the 
grocery store!” Some might say, “a factory.” Tell the students that the store is a distribution center 
where we buy things and that the factory is a place where “raw” ingredients, grown for us (wheat 
for bread) or provided by nature (petroleum for fuel or plastic), are put together to make a product 
that ends up in the store.

4.	 Ask your students, “what is agriculture?” Have the students offer their answers and use the 
information found in the Background Information, Connection to Agriculture, and the Vocabulary 
sections of this lesson to define the word “agriculture.” Help the students identify their connection 
to agriculture by recognizing that food, fabric, flowers, and forestry (wood) comes from agriculture. 

Activity Procedure
PREPARATION
Cut out the My Farm Web shapes. This activity may be conducted inside or outside; either way, you’ll need 
about 10 square feet of floor space. With very young students, it will be easier to place the yarn in the 
appropriate location and then have them identify where the picture will go. Older students might prefer 
placing a picture and then connecting the yarn.
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PROCEDURE
1.	 Ask the students, “where does agriculture begin?” (On a farm.)

2.	 Guide the students to understand that agriculture begins on a farm and there all kinds of farms. 
Cattle ranches for beef and leather; dairy farms for milk and all the products made from milk; 
orchards that grow apples to make juice and apple pies; pig farms for pepperoni, bacon, and 
ham; grain farms that grow corn for fuel or corn syrup for soda, and wheat for bread; cotton 
farms for blue jeans; and tree farms for paper and landscaping. In fact, there is a different kind 
of farm for nearly every type of product. Farms specialize in what they grow based on their 
location (climate and soil), and farmers choose only a few crops because the type of equipment 
used to plant and harvest each crop is very specific and expensive.

3.	 Inform the students they are now going to create a “farm web” to help them understand 
agriculture and where the items they use every day come from.

4.	 Have students move to the area where they will build the farm web.

5.	 Place the farm picture in the center of the floor. Mix up the remaining pictures and either put 
them in a pile or pass a picture to each student.

6.	 Ask the students, “which pictures will go closest to the farm picture?” (The pictures of plants or 
animals that are grown or raised on a farm go closest.)

7.	 Students with products made from ingredients produced on a farm should place their pictures 
onto the web after the farm-raised item is placed.

8.	 As each picture is placed, ask the students to use a linking phrase such as dairy cows make milk 
(the word make is the linking word) to describe how their items connect to the web. Discuss each 
new connection as the pictures are placed.

9.	 When all of the pictures have been correctly placed, review the linking phrases and ask students 
if they think other pictures could be added to the web.

10.	 As a conclusion to the activity, read aloud one or more of the recommended books and ask 
students where the products mentioned in the books would fit into their farm web.

Concept Elaboration and Evaluation 
1.	 Who grows the plants and raises animals that are used for our food, fuel, and fiber?

Farmers and ranchers. 

2.	 Where do the items we use everyday originate?

On a farm or ranch. 

3.	 What does agriculture provide for us?

Many of our daily needs including food, clothing, and shelter.
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Extension Activities 
Program: Nebraska Agriculture in the Classroom Visit 
Nebraska Agriculture in the Classroom staff leads customized, hands-on lessons aligned to Nebraska 
State Education Standards within science, social studies, and language arts for grade K-5 in schools 
across Nebraska. Scedule a Classroom Visit at www.nefbfoundation.org.

Book: How Did That Get in my Lunchbox? 
This book teaches the steps of how the food in their lunchbox is produced and processed. Pictures and 
text illustrate the steps for bread, cheese, tomatoes, apple juice, carrots, chocolate, and a clementine.  
It also teaches about food groups and making healthy eating choices.

Book: Right This Very Minute 
What’s that you say? You’re hungry? Right this very minute? Then you need a farmer. You have the 
stories of so many right here on your table! Award winners Lisl H. Detlefsen and Renee Kurilla’s 
delicious celebration of food and farming is sure to inspire readers of all ages to learn more about 
where their food comes from – right this very minute!
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