ACTIVITY SNAPSHOT

SUPPORTING AREAS
Human, capital, and
entrepreneurial resources

PURPOSE

Students will explore the

wide scope of agriculture

by identifying the variety of
agricultural products they use in
their daily lives, and categorize
an example of human, capital,
and entrepreneurial resources
to make the goods.

STATE STANDARDS IT SUPPORTS
SS 4.2.3.a Give examples

of human, capital, and
entrepreneurial resources used
in making goods and services in
Nebraska and the United States.

MATERIALS

* Large poster sized paper, 1
per group

* Marker, 1 per group

* Worksheet, Agriculture is
Everywhere, 1 per student

Additional Resources available
from Nebraska Farm Bureau
Foundation:

* Beef Ato Z Poster

+ Corn Ato Z Poster

* Pigs Ato Z Poster

* Soybeans A to Z Poster

NEBRASKA

AGRICULTURE
IN THE CLASSROOM

NEBRASKA FARM BUREAU FOUNDATION

Agricultureis
Everywhere!

Activity Summary

Think of all the ways in which agriculture touches

your life. In this activity students will work as a team
to create a list of products from agriculture. Once the
list-making game is complete, students will research
one of their examples to share the human, capital, and
entrepreneurial resources to make the goods.

Vocabulary Words

agriculture: the science, art, or practice of cultivating
the soil, producing crops, and raising livestock, and in
varying degrees, the preparation and marketing of the
resulting products.

source: a place, person, or thing from which something

Agriculture is Everywhere!

originates.



Background Information

When you think of agriculture, you probably think of people growing crops or raising cows, pigs,
sheep, and chickens on a farm. But agriculture includes much more than that. The people who work
in factories building tractors and other farm machinery play an important role in agriculture. People
in universities who research new agricultural products and new ways to grow food and fiber are
involved in agriculture too. The grocer must buy agricultural products to fill the grocery shelves. The
restaurant owner must buy agricultural products to prepare and serve his or her customers. The
clothes you wear and the furniture on which you sit were probably made from agricultural products.
In Nebraska, 1in 4 jobs are related to agriculture.

Many people might recognize that farms provide us with whole, raw foods like fruits, vegetables,
milk, meat, and eggs. They might even recognize that foods such as bread, pasta, cheese, frozen
chicken nuggets, and canned foods also come from a farm, but are first prepared and packaged at
a food processing facility. However, in reality, agriculture also provides us with a wide variety of raw
materials used to make clothes, books, cosmetics, medicine, sports equipment, and much more.

Everything we make and use in society can originally be found somewhere in our environment or it is
produced on farms by using natural resources such as land and water. Resources such as metal and
glass are made from minerals that are extracted from the earth through the process of mining. Most
plastics are a byproduct of oil which is extracted from beneath the Earth's surface. Other items we rely
on from day-to-day are products of agriculture. Farms exist in numerous sizes and various locations
and include many different products ranging from food and clothing to fuel and building supplies.

While many day-to-day items were built, processed, or manufactured at a factory and eventually
sold at a store, it is important for students to understand that they each began as a resource of the
natural world and/or a product of agriculture.

What’s the Connection to Agriculture?

The food we eat, the clothes we wear, the products we use can easily be connected to agriculture.
It is important to know how food and products connect to agriculture and that the production and
transportation of them create opportunities for jobs and careers.

Inferest Approach

1. Ask students, “what did you do to get ready for school this morning?”

2. Use breakfast as an example to begin discussing resources needed to get ready. Ask the
students, “what items are used in order to complete eating breakfast?” (cereal, milk, bowl,
spoon, etc.)

3. Explain to students that they use many different items and eat different types of food each day.
Inform the students that they will be participating in an activity to learn about many of the items
they use every day.



Activity Procedure
ACTIVITY 1 - AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS

1.
2.

Discuss the meaning of the word agriculture.

Share information found in the Background Information and Connection to Agriculture sections
of the lesson.

Explain to students that they will be playing a list-making game.

4. Post large poster sized paper around the room. Divide students into groups and send each

group to a poster with a marker in the room. Explain that the students will have five minutes to
list all the agricultural products that touch their lives in a day.

5. After they've finished, go around the room asking students to read one item on their list aloud.

6. List each item on the white board.

7. Ask students who also have that item on their list to cross it off. Explain that the item cannot be

0.

used again, and that if a student rereads an item that was previously read, they are out of the
competition.

. Ask the last five students who still have items on their lists that have not been mentioned to

come up to the front of the room for a championship round.
The last student with an agricultural product left on their list is the winner.

*Optional: Have students divide the items on their lists into categories (animal products/plant products,
things to eat/wear). Have them create their own categories.

ACTIVITY 2 - AGRICULTURAL CONNECTIONS

1.

Distribute worksheets, one per student. Have students choose five items from their poster

and connect it to a task they do each day. Some examples might include: wake up - pillow; eat
breakfast - eggs; take a shower - shampoo; get dressed - clothing; brush teeth - toothbrush; get
a ride to school - school bus; etc.

When completed, have students work with a partner to discuss the worksheet. Partners should
brainstorm ideas on how each part of their day is connected to agriculture and what they think
potential related career(s) in agriculture are. Each person completes his/her own page, but
works together and help each other. The connection could be food, a product, or a by-product.
Example: taking a shower involves soap—an agricultural by-product. Soap can contain oil from
corn, soybeans, or cattle. A related career might be transportation of oil processed from corn,
soybeans, or cattle to a production facility where the soap is made. Another example: eating
lunch of a hamburger and corn chips. Agriculture connections include beef for hamburger,
wheat which produces the bun, and corn used in the corn chips. Related careers might include:
beef producer, wheat farmer, and corn farmer.

. Connect as a large group and have students share examples of agricultural products in a typical

day and any related careers.



Concept Elaboration and Evaluation

1. What is agriculture?
Agriculture includes farms with animals or crops as well as jobs in factories, schools, and
grocery stores.

2. What does this activity tell us about agriculture and daily activities?
Agriculture is connected to the majority of things we use each day and is where all of our food
comes from. In addition, agriculture also provides jobs and career opportunities.

Extension Activities

Program: Nebraska Agriculture in the Classroom Visit
Nebraska Agriculture in the Classroom staff leads customized, hands-on lessons aligned to Nebraska

State Education Standards within science, social studies, and language arts for grade K-5 in schools
across Nebraska. Find the lessons on the website at www.nefbfoundation.org.
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https://nefbfoundation.org/educators/get-involved/classroom-visits
http://www.nefbfoundation.org
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