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The mission of the Nebraska Farm Bureau Foundation is to engage 
youth, educators, and the general public to promote an understanding 

of the vital importance of agriculture in the lives of all Nebraskans. 

www.nefbfoundation.org | (402) 421-4747 | foundationforag@nefb.org

GivingTuesday, often described as a global day of giving or a global 
generosity movement, is held each year on the Tuesday following 
Thanksgiving. GivingTuesday was created in 2012 as a simple idea: a day 
that encourages people to do good.

The Nebraska Farm Bureau Foundation recognized GivingTuesday in 2021 
with a social media fundraiser to support National Agriculture Week 
programming. Asking individuals to support a Teacher Surprise Box full of 
educational materials and giveaways for students, the campaign suggested 
gifts of $11, the approximate cost of each box. The goal was to fund 125 
boxes, and donors responded to meet that goal in just a few days. County 
Farm Bureau volunteers will deliver the Teacher Surprise boxes to schools 
during National Agriculture Week, March 21-25. Thank you to all who made 
a gift in support of agricultural literacy in Nebraska!
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Kimball County 
Farm Bureau 
Member Honors 
Wife’s Life of 
Service

Donor Generosity Yields Teacher Surprise

“She touched many lives, and 
her sense of organization and 
purpose of duty will be greatly 
missed.” Words from the 
obituary for Beverly Atkins, 
written by her son, Vance, ring 
true for all who knew Beverly.

Kendall and Beverly Atkins have 
been Farm Bureau members for 
decades. Kendall graduated from 
the College of Agriculture and 
Natural Resources at UNL and 
then spent six years working in 
USDA Soil and Water Conservation 
in Nebraska Panhandle counties.  



Partnerships Spark 
Program Growth

New Virtual Field Trip 
Highlights Agronomy

One of the 
greatest 
challenges 
of the 21st 
century will 
be feeding a 
growing world 
population in 
a sustainable 

way. The Foundation’s newest 
virtual field trip will connect 
students with Strategic Product 
Engagement Manager at Verdesian 
Life Sciences, Marissa Mann, to 
learn how analytics and agronomy 
help address this challenge.

Students will talk with Mann 
to learn how agronomists work 
directly with farmers to help 
produce the best crop on the farm 
each year. Students will discover 
how farmers prepare for spring 
planting and how an agronomist 
can help farmers make decisions 
for their farms, crops, and the 
environment.

Aligning with fifth-grade social 
studies educational standards, the 
virtual field trip will help students 
identify examples of ecosystems 
and analyze issues related to the 
natural setting in the United States.

This virtual field trip is the 
newest in a lineup offered by the 
Foundation’s Nebraska Agriculture 
in the Classroom. Others feature 
pig habitats, corn planting, corn 
harvest, and sheep.

Staff at the Nebraska Farm Bureau 
Foundation know the importance of being a 
good partner. From offering booth activities 
at Nebraska Extension agriculture festivals 
to providing free resources to 4-H and FFA 
groups, the Foundation is a ready partner to 
support all things agricultural literacy. 
After working closely with Lincoln 
Public Schools (LPS) Science Curriculum 
Coordinators to create a free professional 
development opportunity for teachers in the 
summer of 2021, the school system invited 
Nebraska Agriculture in the Classroom 
staff to participate in their curriculum 
review. This resulted in LPS piloting a 
project that requires classrooms who take 
part in the extension-offered embryology 
program (i.e. chick hatching) to complete a 
corresponding Agriculture in the Classroom 
lesson. LPS has 40 elementary schools and 
is growing, so this partnership presents 
an opportunity to introduce thousands of 
students to Nebraska agriculture. 
The extension embryology project is in 
place across Nebraska. The Foundation 
has begun talks about adding the related 
Agriculture in 
the Classroom 
programming in 
schools in central 
Nebraska, and 
we hope to see it 
grow statewide 
as we are able to 
share positive 
results from the 
LPS pilot program. 

were shared on the tailgate of a 
pickup, and she was often employed 
in finding those hard-to-reach bolts 
on the old John Deere combine 
during field repairs,” Vance said.

As grass seed appealed to Kendall’s 
conservation background, the “Ag 
Fest for Fifth Grade” events hosted 
on the farm appealed to Bev’s 
education background. The event, 
sponsored by the Kimball/Banner 
County Farm Bureau and hosted by 
the Atkins, was held at Brookside 
Historic Farm just north of Kimball. 
The farm site is listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places 
as the well-preserved buildings 
tell the history of area agriculture 
through the buildings.

Students spent time at different 
learning stations including range 
plant identification and management, 
food crops, farm livestock, the safe 
use of animal anti-biotics, cattle 
branding, water conservation, and 
farm safety. Students learned about 
what you can do with an acre, the 
care given to animals, and what by-
products come from grain crops and 
animals. For Beverly, it was a way of 
telling her story, and she hoped that 
by educating youth, the story would 
continue. She said it is important 
the children learn about agriculture. 
Once, following a successful Ag Fest, 
Beverly said, “With only 2 percent 
left in agriculture, there is a big 
responsibility to take care of the land 
and what it produces.” The Atkins 
created Ag Fest in 1997 and hosted it 
annually for 15 years.

Beverly also served 
Nebraska agriculture 
as a volunteer 
for the Nebraska 
Agriculture in the 
Classroom Ag Pen 
Pal program, writing 
entertaining letters to elementary 
classes in Omaha and Arnold and 
making class visits with the family 
Dalmatian. 

After a long illness, Beverly 
died in May of 2021. As Kendall 
reflected on his wife of 59 years 
– a wonderful mother, leader, and 
servant – he wanted to honor her 
life in a meaningful way. Kendall 
established a fund at the Nebraska 
Farm Bureau Foundation to 
support Nebraska Agriculture in 
the Classroom, a program dear 
to Beverly. This legacy gift is a 
promise from the Atkins that 
the Agriculture in the Classroom 
program will continue beyond their 

“We are grateful for Kendall’s  
philanthropy in memory of 

Beverly,” said executive director 
Megahn Schafer. “Beverly was 
a caring, active, and respected 

member of the Farm Bureau 
family, and we are honored that 

Kendall chose to memorialize her 
through this gift.”

Bev taught school until their son, 
Vance, was born. In 1962, they 
began farming and ranching on 
a family operation raising wheat 
and irrigated alfalfa and back 
grounding calves and running them, 
as yearlings, on rangeland. Later, 
for twenty years, they began raising 
and marketing certified grass 
seed, into the Great Basin states on 
land reclamation projects such as 
abandoned coal mines and burned 
forest lands.

Like most farm and ranch families, the 
Atkins were a team, working together 
not only in the fields and fixing fences, 
but also in politics, community events, 
and in their church. 

“Beverly was a partner in all tasks 
of farm and ranch life, sharing 
work and duties, including moving 
irrigation pipe, driving tractors, 
feeding cattle, and occasionally 
running off misinformed 
trespassers. Many harvest meals 

Kendall, Beverly, daughter-in-law 
Seana, and son Vance.

Beverly with her favorite 
farm equipment.

Kendall, former 
American Farm 
Bureau President 
Dean Klenckner, 
and Beverly.

Continued from cover

years of volunteering and 
supporting the programs. 

Ralph Waldo Emerson 
said, “The purpose of life is 
not to be happy. It is to be 
useful, to be honorable, to be 
compassionate, to have it make 
some difference that you have 
lived and lived well.” Beverly 
embodied this statement, and 
now future generations will 
be blessed by the generosity of 
the Atkins family. 


